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Editorial 


A LEAN year faces many librarians and, of course, their staffs as a result of the sudden but not 
unexpected bound in the cost of public services. It creates, as one well-known librarian 
remarked in our hearing, not a crisis but an administrative problem. It is difficult to suggest 
a condition in which such circumstances may not occur from time to time; the former 
Stability of local government and its officers has been considerably weakened in recent years : 
a fact which may have unfortunate effects on the recruitment to this service. Most towns, 
however reluétantly, have accepted the fact that if municipal or other local services are to 
continue they must be paid for and, this is the essential, at current rates. The butcher, baker, 
and perhaps most obviously the builder, decorator, farmer and miner, will not serve them in 
their homes on any other terms. The proverb of cutting the coat according to the cloth 
means, of course, according to the weave and certainly has not the silly meaning given 
popularly to it for, if there is insufficient cloth, there can be no coat at all. It seems then that 
libraries have not all been deprived in the manner that has been the case in a few towns. As 
we write the national and international atmosphere has a touch of spring and therefore of 
promise in it and, while there is as yet no cause for jubilations, some optimism may be felt. 
Nevertheless, it takes a large library a long time to recover from a temporary mutilation 


of its services. * * * * 


Delay in increasing the funds of the Library Association is the reason why practically 
a whole issue of the L.A. Record has been given to the Annual Report this year, instead of it 
being published separately. This may not be a bad thing if we are induced to read it with 
the care it deserves. The first impression gained is that while the year has produced no 
positively spectacular event or activity, the range and number of services rendered to us are 
notable fact. The membership continues to increase if not as rapidly as it did a few years ago, 
but, even so, the whole position was affected by the want of adequate funds. Some may 
think that what money there is is disbursed to too many parts of the Association. Under the 
present make-up of the body it could scarcely be otherwise. The Education service is now a 
great one and, when the costing is properly done, it will be seen that it is not self-supporting. 
The Publications Committee, too, has had to clip its wings ; it probably published too much 
and too frequently ; there is a certain saturation point for reading lists and in some cases it 
seems to have been reached. This is not to say that on the whole the record is not an 
honourable and desirable one; it is indeed. It is difficult to bring out fully the valuable 
work done by the Research and the Library committees ; they have methods, new schemes, 
new questions always under discussion and together are as important for library progress as any. 

The Executive Committee’s report is a most interesting summary and it is difficult to 
believe that in the circumstances the Finance Committeee could have done more with the 
disposable funds. What will impress those who have not studied the matter is the large 
number of national, international and professional organizations on which the Association 


May is a month of promise always. The annual holidays begin ; summer time is in force 
and the long days here. So are the examinations with the prospect of strenuous work for many 
Students and examiners. Our attitude as librarians is conditioned by the fact that we are 
in or are beyond these. A reflection comes to some that an examination system that has nine 
sections and some extras is a fearsome prospect for the ordinary library aspirant. 
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It has been known for interviewing committees to question librarian candidates as to their 
politics or religion. Members of such bodies do not always know how entirely improper such 
questions are but librarians would be well-advised to withdraw from places where they are 
asked for they imply that these are matters within the jurisdi€tion of those who ask. We are 
in a world-atmosphere where self-appointed scrutineers of free men are endeavouring to 
trim them to their own shibboleths. That this is so must be clearly recognized by librarians. 
They cannot retain the confidence of readers if they become linked to party or seé in such 
manner that it affects their complete impartiality in selecting the books their readers are to 
read. Hitlerism banned and destroyed more copies of books than the Holy Inquisition ; 
it could not, of course, destroy the book itself. Are the so-called free countries doing 
otherwise when it is possible for library shelves to be checked for political heresy ? When, 
for example, the egregious Senator McCarthy is able to send two investigators, youngsters 
of 25 and 26, to examine the public relations department of the U.S. which is working in 
Germany and, as part of the investigation, to scrutinise American libraries for works written 
by Communists. Such snooping should not be tolerated if it comes to this country; if 
America cares to submit to McCarthy, or to any other fanatic of whatever complexion, that 
is her own business ; we cannot consciously do so. The correét course, as every experienced 
librarian knows, to counter any book worth a place on his shelves that is unduly partisan 
is to place beside it the equally meritorious book that answers it or suggests the answers. 
All serious books are partisan, in the nobler sense, are propagandist. If one desires to under- 
Stand any system one must read the works of those who create and advocate it, but must also 
read the works of those who uphold opposing systems. It is imperative for librarians to 
have that Standard. That it is difficult for them only increases the necessity. “The perfeéct 
librarian,” we are told, “should have neither party nor sect.” In an imperfect world he may 
not be so above the battle but he should be alert to allow neither party nor seé to influence 


In the excellent Manchester Review, Mr. Charles Nowell has the agreeable human habit 
of writing ave and vale notices of members of his staff who come and go. It is a custom 
calculated to make staff-members feel that they belong. In the Spring, 1953, number, he 
welcomes Mr. D. I. Colley, F.L.A., his new Deputy, pointing out that he arrives with an 
excellent record of service and an intimate knowledge of the North-West which began at 
Liverpool, and he had extended it in other areas at Hull and, for a brief time, as Deputy at 
Coventry. A good portrait illustrates. Mr. Nowell says goodbye, on behalf of himself, his 
committee and Staff, to Mr. Francis Aubie Sharr, who leaves the deputyship, as we have 
recorded, to become Executive Officer and Secretary to the Library Board of Western Australia. 
“We congratulate him unreservedly on being selected to organize and develop a State Library 
Service.” He also thanks Miss Gronno, Head of the Library Accounts and Supplies Depart- 
ment, who has recently retired with the high appreciation and affection of the staff, and the 
best wishes of them and the Committee. Good things, well said. The Review is full of good 
things: notes on exhibitions, the colleétions, photographic surveying, deeds, European 
guide books, and there is a most useful-to-students “Brief guide to periodical indexes” by 
A. L. Smyth. The book-list enters about 1,100 books. 

* * * * * * 

Edgar Osborne, Derbyshire County Librarian, continues to edit Derbyshire Countryside. 
The current number, a beautifully illustrated one, is a Coronation number and the manner in 
which the great event is associated with the county is skilful, and a good a piece of local 
magazine work as we have seen. 

* * * * * * 

We referred in a recent issue of The Library World to the imminent publication of the 
completed Bliss Bibliographic Classification. The work has now reached us from the publishers, 
the H. W. Wilson Company, N. York. It is finally arranged in four volumes (v. 1 and 2 being 
bound together). Altogether the work, now consists of about 1,600 pages, the General Index 
alone running to 426 pages, and the price of each of the three books is $15, i.e. $45 in all. 
This scheme, the result of fifty years’ study, planning, application and collaboration, is of such 
major importance that this editorial reference to it is required. We shall no doubt have many 
occasions to return to it. Meanwhile we hope that it will be found in every library of 
consequence in this country. 
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A Conference Dia 
By P. Heeworrn, M.A., F.L.A., F.R.S.A. (City Librarian of Norwich) 

Monday, April 27th, 1953. 
Tue tedious East-West journey gave ample opportunity for serious thought upon the 
necessity of conferences in general and the programme set out in this year’s austerity handbook 
in particular. The warnings of 1950 and 1952 had been heeded ; there were to be no themes 
nor anniversaries, less dispersion around the town, more prominence to the specialized groups, 
subdued representation of public library topics for once. Six of the thirteen pages of the actual 
programme were given to the agenda of the A.G.M.—much dull constitutional stuff, or 
motions to increase subscriptions—and the remaining seven gave little promise of such 
recent highlights as R. J. Gordon’s presidential address (1947), David Hardman’s brilliant 
inaugural Annual lecture (1948), or Roy Stokes’ passionate apologia for library schools (1948). 
Yet the unreported things of Conference have always been the best; the hotel lounge 
encounters, the S.M.C.C.L. and (alas, defuné) tutors’ and examiners’ meetings ; the journeys 
home with a diminishing band of companions to the last junction of departure. 

The Euston-Llandudno train (lacking all refreshments) was so enlarged that British 
Railways produced extra accommodation by way of an ancient coach that gave everybody 
a wetting—a Strange but philosophically accepted welcome to the rainy West. I was sorely 
tempted to substitute rain on a tram for the rain on the train, for Llandudno still boasts a 
fleet of these Edwardian juggernauts in which a pleasant ride may be taken to Colwyn Bay. 
But my courage failed me, and I went inside. 

Recovering from my wetting in the lounge later I meditated on the recipe for a successful 
and enjoyable conference which I give as (a) pre-arrange to stay with one or two close friends 
rather than a large clique or section but (4) select one of the larger hotels with good lounges 
where you are certain to be thrown with others, and (¢) go to all the social functions. Many 
ignore this plan, through economy or shyness. One well known librarian checks the number 
of every delegate he engages in conversation, his conference list becoming an accurate record 
of his own social encounters, and a subsequent aide-memoir when compiling mailing lists. 

Tuesday, April 28th. 

As if to atone for the ceaseless rain the admirable proportion of the opening session put 
everyone in good humour—the U.D.C. chairman’s brief frank welcome, the overseas 
librarians’ graceful votes of thanks, and the blend of age and youth on the front row of the 
platform, flanked by the handsome youthful Sevensma prize winner (and his equally charming 
wife) and the dignified and modest Carnegie medallist. After such splendid preliminaries 
I am glad that the Presidential address, in its blend of learning and humour, was one of the 
best I have heard. Here, if ever, was justification for the plan of alternating professional 
and amateur Presidents. I look forward to the pleasure of reading this brilliant and scholarly 
reminder of the community of interest in the diverging public and university wings of our 
movement. At the present time it was as statesmanlike as it was humorous. 

By contrast, the afternoon meeting I attended drove a wedge between the urban and 
county sections, though as it was private it must be unreported. But it left me as a municipal 
librarian, too uncomfortable to show my face at the County Library meeting on “The library 
and the local historian, ”a topic of more than seétional appeal. Instead I spent an hour at the 
exhibition with many colleagues, sheltering from the cold. The D.S.I.R. exhibit, the 
numerous competing shapes of plastic jackets, and the photographs of the Sheffield Manor 
branch, rank high in a show of more than average poo After dinner, to the reception, 
one of the most enjoyable ever, with Welsh singing and music, magnificent hospitality, and a 
splendid M.C. for dancing—something indeed for all ages and figures. 

Wednesday, April 29th. 

An informative session of the Reference and Special Libraries section on the pier head, 
notable for a lively intervention by the Borough Librarian of Rugby and followed by pleasant 
conversation over sherry in a bookseller’s rooms. I have never previously plucked up courage 
to investigate what lies behind the cryptic cards which I have received each year—naturally 
enough, perhaps, as the senders are mostly not on my licence! I need not have worried, for 
Mr. ——-— made me thoroughly at home and I met several new librarian colleagues in a most 
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convivial atmosphere. Our trade friends do indeed make a real contribution to our conference 
in many ways we insufficiently appreciate. 

In the afternoon one of the most exciting A.G.M.’s of recent years provided an interesting 
insight into company law. You can apparently do by ballot what you fail to do by show of 
hands. 1 think the President—and I have never seen a meeting so well handled—also thought 
this was a wangle, as he spoke of a battle of Hastings that was not, after all, to be fought. 
However, everyone, even the Haugh—Callenderites, was glad to have a decision on the 
complex bye-laws issue. My own minority view is that the demagogue that democracy will 
give us is a poor exchange for the past-President we are kicking out. It is particularly in- 
appropriate that Dr. Roberts will be the first to be ejected. 

The subscription motion was an ugly affair. How absurd and unfair that the majority of 
members paying lower subscriptions can respond to an appeal for help of the parent Associa- 
tion by decreeing that the minority of their seniors shall pay #ore—and themselves even less ! 
The incursion of the A.A.L. into politics is a new and unpleasant feature. Senior members of 
the Association who have sentimentally maintained membership from happier times can best 
retort in kind by seeing that the A.A.L. loses their own capitation. One can always read 
someone else’s Assiftant Librarian! The Hon. Treasurer had no alternative but to resign, 
but his prior declaration of intention was tactically unfortunate. The majority he castigated 
as foolish were certainly ill-mannered, and the A.A.L. Hon. Secretary who brought all this 
about, should now in common decency accept the L.A.’s Hon. Treasurership. Otherwise 
may 4is head soon roll! The President and a few of the very able younger speakers, particu- 
larly a slender lassie from the West, who made one of the few women’s speeches of the 
Conference, alone emerged with glory. Having set this down, I regret to report that I so 
much compromised my principles as to spend a most enjoyable evening at the A.A.L. dance ! 

Thursday, April 30th. 

The Archives session attracted a good attendance, but clearly proved that the cause of 
libraries in this vital matter is being killed by the apathy of our own members. O’Leary, in 
opposition, was more applauded than any of those who supported the speaker, and the big 
guns of Birmingham, Nottingham, Reading and Sheffield, who might have turned the scales, 
were silent. If we are to be any other than a Popular Libraries Association, archives must not 
follow bibliography, special libraries, and work in schools out of our Association. 

The Library Association annual lecture (I couldn’t decide whether it was pessimistic or 
provocative) was of the usual standard without the usual length. Already it was becoming 
clear that the shortening of length, and reduction in number of papers, coupled with a much 
heightened standard in the general discussions was turning the sow’s ear of Monday’s con- 
templation into a silk purse. Dr. Evans wisely left us to read his Statistics in the book of words. 
And when before have we reached a Thursday without a succession of speakers getting up 
(transparently enough), merely to advertise themselves, or, if authority members, their 
librarians ? Perhaps | have been lucky in what I have cut, but everyone I have heard speak 
has had something to say. 

The Annual Dinner was its usual brilliant self with masterly speeches from the President 
and Alderman Lipson. We were proud of such wit in such company. “The worst dressed 
man in the room” humorously turned to our account what would have been a nightmare 
situation to many. Friends should sit in lines rather than in groups to gain the maximum 
opportunity of new fellowship on these occasions. Booking late, I was fortunate to get an 
excellent lone position near the speakers and considerably to widen my knowledge of 


Lancashire libraries. Friday, May 1. 

The sun and sense of impending departure spoiled the concluding session, though an 
interesting discussion relieved a somewhat indeterminate paper which will no doubt read better 
than it sounded. Thus ended the best Conference since 1948 when the fire of post-war 
expansion was Still ablaze. 

A few notes on its performance and promise may conclude. In charge of a most difficult 
Annual General Meeting, at the Annual Dinner, in his Presidential address, or at the daily 
sessions, Dr. Roberts proved himself an outstandingly versatile leader. The authority member 
alone was left in the cold in proceedings that were of more general interest than usual, but 
brevity led to improved discussion and more time for fraternisation. The bad weather and 
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improved siting of the Exhibition also helped. Immediately the sun shone, the Ormes 
beckoned, and the Conference began to deteriorate. Perhaps as an East Anglian with no chance 
of taking part in a well-attended branch meeting, I have valued the more miscellaneous 
benefits of the Conference too highly. Of achievement, or —_ there was none. The cause 
of archives received scant support, the S.M.C.C.L. reported no progress, the County Librarians 
walked out. Both they and the Library Schools interests, with a voting strength in our 
Association quite disproportionate to their importance, lived aloof from the general body of 
members, cliques staying by prior arrangement in their separate hotels. The A.A.L., now 
set on “soaking the (?) rich” seem destined to dominate or secede in the near future. 
But at least we can teach Welsh hospitality nothing except the running of cloakrooms. 


Special Librarians at Llandudno 
By 


WEDNESDAY morning started well: for the first time, the sun appeared in a cloudless sky and 
the beautiful bay with its toy pier could be seen in its full glory. The pier was important for 
the meetings in which special librarians were particularly interested were to be held in the 
cupola-covered pavilion at the end. At 9.30 ,when a number of angry librarians were hovering 
undecidedly outside the Odeon waiting for the keys to the exhibition to be found, the 
Reference and Special Libraries Section assembled under the Chairmanship of Mr. Raymond 
Smith to hear two papers on the formation of a new library. 

The first speaker was Mr. R. E. Grimshaw, Librarian of Newcastle-upon-Tyne’s new 
Commercial and Technical Department. In the course of an interesting, if somewhat dis- 
cursive paper on the planning of departments similar to his own, Mr. Grimshaw seemed to 
underestimate the value of the public library service to large industrial undertakings, and to set 
his sights too low in suggesting that two or three hundred periodicals would be sufficient for a 
commercial and technical department. He was, however, very much to the point about the 
effe&t of the average journal of a local chamber of commerce, saying that it was a veritable 
graveyard of news, not widely read even in its own locality. Mr. Grimshaw advocated 
advertisements as a means of getting new services known, and said he was waiting to see the 
time when libraries were advertised on buses—but this was done by Mr. A. T. Austing, 
the Librarian of Colchester, as early as 1937. In any case, most reference librarians would 
probably agree that no advertisement is as good as a satisfied reader. Mr. Grimshaw made only 
an oblique reference to C.1.C.R.1.S. and the parallel scheme for the north of London: whatever 
their present defeéts, it would seem that these two pioneer efforts are showing the way in which 
the smaller libraries can play their part in a co-operative service to business and industry. 

In the second paper, Mr. E. G. Baxter, Librarian of Coventry Technical College, outlined 
the basic principles for starting a new special library: if he did not mention anything which 
was unknown to the librarians in his audience, he at least did the profession a service in 
restating sound measures to a body which included many who are in a position to influence 
the planning of new libraries in offices and factories. 

When the listeners emerged from the pavilion the warm sun and the blue waters invited 
them to linger in the unexpected warmth of an April day, and the University and Research 
Seétion did not commence its meeting on time. In the chair was Dr. Arundell Esdaile, whose 
tall and noble figure had dominated the crowds outside. The subjeé&t: “Co-operation 
between University and Special Libraries in America,” was not one to attract a large number of 
people, but there were some sixty or seventy people to hear Mr. Collison draw on his 
American experiences. His paper was long, full of detailed information, and was read too 
fast. There were a number of new faéts in it, and there was a great deal about the Midwest 
Library Center, about the Library of Congress, and about a new and fabulous library with the 
unlikely name of the Linda Hall Library. Mr. Collison’s main argument seemed to be that 
the Americans had beaten the British at their own game of co-operation, but his paper was too 
much about university libraries and too little about what the special libraries had done. 

At both sessions the discussions were hardly more than desultory: disjointed questions 
were asked, but there was no crescendo of interrogation such as one can expect at any meeting 
on salaries or staffing. Perhaps the answer is to preprint these papers: those who want to 
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attend will not stay away by reading the papers beforehand, and those who are going to play 
truant may be encouraged to be present if only to disagree with the speaker. 

Among those present were several American librarians : notably Mr. John Nolan of the 
American Library in London; Mr. Orwin Rush, the University Librarian of Wyoming ; 
and Miss Marckley of the University of California School of Librarianship. From the questions 
asked them both then, and at the University and Research Section luncheon afterwards, 
it was obvious that British librarians would like to know much more about the Midwest Library 
Center and its financing, and it is to be hoped that this journal will ask one of them for an article 
on the subject soon. 


Lighthouse across the River 
By Rosert L. COoLLison 

Near the main reception desk high up in the H. W. Wilson building overlooking the Harlem 
River, the backs of a row of filing cabinets are hung with a number of certificates—a Latin- 
inscribed doétorate from Brown University, the enviable Lippincott Award from the American 
Library Association, and a testimonial of co-operation from the Economic Co-operation 
Administration—all attesting to the merit and high purpose of the great old man of American 
indexing who sits near the window, his old-fashioned roll-top desk piled high with an orderly 
mass of books and papers. On the top of the desk there are still the famous mousetraps given 
to Mr. Wilson by librarian admirers who believe that he has proved the statement attributed 
to Ralph Waldo Emerson: “Ifa mancan . . . make a better mouse-trap than his neighbour, 
though he builds his house in the woods, the world will make a beaten path to his door.” 
And with them are the monkeys with their triple denial of the existence of evil, and the United 
States cat with its parti-coloured bow. Of all the members of the library profession, Mr. 
Wilson is probably one of the most accessible, and still one of the most active, for he was to 
be seen at raany of the meetings at the American Library Association Conference last year. 

Mr. Wilson’s enterprises have often started at a loss, and have sometimes continued to be 
profitless for a considerable time. The Agricultural Index, for instance, needed thirty years of 
publication before it began to pay for itself. The secret of the success of the H. W. Wilson 
Company has been Mr. Wilson’s confidence in the need for the publications he has put on the 
market, and in his belief that they will ultimately be successful if they fulfil the requirements 
of librarians and readers. Occasionally Mr. Wilson has been wrong—as in the case of the 
very useful map of New York which he once prepared for an ungrateful public—but today a 
long range of fine indexes, such as the Reader’s Guide, the International Index, Industrial Arts, 
Biography Index, and many specialised indexes on art, law, library science, education, pamphlets, 
etc., bear witness to his careful study of the needs of libraries and to his success in meeting 
them. It is true to say that most British and American librarians look on the Wilson Company 
not as a commercial concern but rather as a public service group which is always ready to 
consider and try to help in solving problems of current reading and research. 

This co-operation is carried out at a very practical level. In each of its enterprises, the 
Wilson Company tries to consult the interests of libraries as direétly as possible. For example, 
the editor of the Standard Catalogs, in compiling her work, submits each likely title to a panel 
of librarians, each of whom reports on the book, and gives it a grading or recommendation. 
These reports are carefully collated, the classification numbers and catalogue entries compared, 
and the recommended gradings considered, so that what finally appears in the printed editions 
of the Catalogs is a reasoned consensus of opinions of a number of practical and experienced 
librarians in direét contaé with the public. 

In the same way, the Reader’s Guide—as Miss Sarita Robinson, its editor, pointed out at the 
1952 Conference of the American Library Association—is reconsidered every few years. 
As with the other indexes, the editors keep careful watch on the contents value of each 
periodical and, from time to time, submit to the vote of the subscribers the inclusion of new 
periodicals and the retention of old ones. It will be readily understood that many librarians 
are opposed to the dropping of individual periodicals, however much their indexing value 
may apparently have decreased, owing to the fact that the public will continue to read journals 
long after they have really had their day. What changes are made are therefore only done as 
a result of much deliberation. One outstanding example of this is the International Index : 
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before the war it included a much greater proportion of periodicals in foreign languages. 
Many of these were interrupted or discontinued during the war years and few of them have 
resumed publication. After the war, the Wilson Company circularised the subscribing 
libraries but found that there was little demand for the substitution of other foreign titles. i 

The taxi-driver who took me out to the Bronx told me that he could remember Mr. 
Wilson’s setting up his headquarters there so many years ago. Today it is a conglomeration 
of several tall buildings, the principal one of which is surmounted by a tower and, on that 
tower, a little lighthouse. From the windows of the cafeteria on the top floor one looks 
across at the great buildings of Columbia University set squarely on that high outcrop of rock 
which stands like a barrier between Harlem and the Hudson River. One likes to think that 
as the lights blaze confidently out of the campus windows across this waste of humanity, the 
little lighthouse winks back its small but notable contribution to the enlightenment of the 


world. 


Topicalities 

Edited by A. G. S. Enser, F.L.A., F.R.S.A. 
By the time these notes appear the Annual 
Conference at Llandudno will be a memory, 
but what may have happened at the Annual 
General Meeting there may have great effec 
on both the Council of and the Library 
Association itself. 


One wonders if the financial statement in the 
Annual Report will have been accepted at the 
A.G.M., without question or whether attention 
will have been drawn to at least two items 
namely, Conference and Annual Meeting, and 
Educational work. 


The former shows once more that expen- 
diture (at Bournemouth) was greater than 
income, by £289, whereas the previous year’s 
conference and A.G.M. (at Edinburgh) pro- 
duced a deficit of £70. Surely, the accounts 
of a Conference and an A.G.M. taking place 
during the period of conference should be, 
at least, self-balancing? Since the present 
Conference fee is evidently inadequate to cover 
expenses incurred, should not this fee be 
increased, bearing in mind that the majority 
of other professional Association Conference 
fees are double or quadruple those of ours ? 


Educational work for 1952 shows a deficit 
of £2,140 as against a deficit for 1951 of 
£1,558. When it is realised that over the 
past five years the total deficit on educational 
work is approximately £8,500, should not a 
realistic review of the present scale examination 
fees be made ? Our examination fees are low 
as compared with the majority of other 
professional bodies. 


Can the Library Association afford such 
deficits not only annually but increasing as 


well ? 
What do YOU think ? 


THIS MONTH’S CHOICE 


KENT’S New Books, Spring, 1953. <A 
brochure, using a seasonal line-block for the 
cover illustration, with the whole production 
of excellent standard. 


HONOURABLE MENTION 


DUDLEY’S Books and Events, April and 
May, 1953. The thin paper used detra¢ts from 
an otherwise commendable effort. 

FINCHLEY’S Selection. A brochure listing 
a selection from the books of 1952 added to 
Stock. The annotations are a joy to read and 
the second colour headings most effective. 

HAMPSTEAD’S Selected lift of additions, 
April and May, 1953. ‘The additions include 
gramophone records, too, thereby welding 
books and records together. An admirable 
idea. 

ISLINGTON’S The Young Reader, March, 
1953. Of the usual high standard. The article 
by a Canadian librarian is both well written 
and effective. 

LIVERPOOL’S Coronation Souvenir Pro- 
gramme and Exhibition Catalogue, 1953. The 
first example to hand, with well designed 
cover, but interior perhaps too austere. 

SHOREDITCH’S Book News, April, 1953. 
A small foldover, that, in future, will be 
bi-monthly instead of quarterly. 


Library Reports 
By Hersert C. SAWTELLE 
(Bermondsey Public Libraries) 
Bristot.—City Librarian, W. S. Haugh, B.A., 
F.L.A. Population, 442,281. Rate, 6.02d. 
Income from Rate, £90,147. Total Stock, 
494,432. Additions, 79,159. Withdrawals, 
55,651. Total Issues, 3,939,514. Tickets, 
183,011. Branches, 15. 


The year here reviewed was made noteworthy b 
the continued high level of book circulation, whic 
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narrowly missed the four million mark. Com 
with the previous year an increase of 99,859 was attained, 
bringing total circulation to its highest figure on record. 
Three and a half million books were issued for home 
reading, a subStantial increase on the previous year. 
The issue of books to children failed to reach the total 
of the year before, mainly owing to the inability of 
keeping the Stock up to its ‘noumel tonal through lack of 
funds for replacements. 15,419 books were issued to 
parents for reading to the younger children. The 
library hospital service has been extended to include 
tive more hospitals in the neighbourhood. Returns 
from the library bindery show that 32,213 volumes were 
bound during the year, besides many thousands labelled 
and numbered. 76,000 readers’ tickets were also made 
in the bindery. No further branch libraries have been 
added to the syStem, but a dozen sites in various parts 
of the City have been reserved for library purposes. 

CoutspON AND Puriey.—Chief Librarian, 
K. M. Newbury, F.L.A. Population, 63,770. 
Rate, 7.23d. Income from Rate, £22,672. 
Total Stock, 78,643. Additions, 11,766. 
Withdrawals, 7,954. Total Issues, 737,496. 
Branches, 4. 

Practically every branch and department of the 
library syStem reports an increase in public demand 
upon its resources during the year being reviewed. 
Total circulation was the highest ever recorded, and 
represents an increase of over 3 per cent on the previous 
year. Home reading issues were increased by 21,912, 
of this figure, 4.519 were from the junior libraries. 
A most gratifying rise in the use of all classes of non- 
fiction works was noted. This rapid expansion of 
public demand is revealing the need for further accom- 
modation at the Central, and some of the branch 
libraries. While the prospe& of new buildings is 
remote, it is possible to provide additional shelvin 
at most of the libraries, ne so ease the pressure for the 
time being. A new feature of the service was the 
provision of courses of University Extension Leétures, 
which proved most successful. 

DuNvbEE. — Chief Librarian, Alexander 
Small. Population, 179,000. Rate, 5.021d. 
Income from Rate, £36,898. Total Stock, 
265,369. Additions, 9,627. Withdrawals, 
13,853. Total Issues, 1,616,158. Tickets, 
76,790. Branches, 6. 

This Report covers the past two years and is a 
record of good public service and much progress in 
many direétions. The figures given above are for 
last year only, and they show how greatly the citizens 
of Dundee appreciate their library service. Nearly 
10,000 new readers were plo | during the year, 
and book circulation soared to well over one and a 
half millions. 55,617 more books were issued than in 
the previous year. This big advance in the service is 
straining the resources and accommodation of the 
Central Library to the utmost, and the question of 
finding additional space grows more urgent every day. 
\ notable feature of the past year has been the increasing 
use made of the Reference Library, particularly by 
Secondary School pupils. The Central Junior Depart- 
ment has been enlarged and reorganized to meet the 


every growing demand of the young people. Over 
3,900 new junior readers were registered. Junior issues 
showed an increase of 4,849. A special library for 


adolescents has been eStablished at one of the branch 
libraries, 


Memorabilia 


Tue Library Association announces that its 

Carnegie Memorial Medal for an outstanding 

book for children for 1952 has been awarded 

for The Borrowers, by Mary Norton, which is 

published by Messrs. J. M. Dent & Sons, Ltd. 


A correspondent writes: “Is there any 
library that runs a pay-collection in England 
today ? In the financial blitz with which some 
libraries are threatened, it may be a solu- 
tion of the fiétion problem. I simply 
cannot afford to buy with public money for 
free circulation such stuff as is published 
nowadays at from 12 to 15 shillings.” We 
have so rarely seen the name of late that it may 
be well to remind readers that a pay-collection, 
which as suggested, is usually of new novels, 
is one for which would-be users pay a few 
pence per loan or an annual subscription. 
The books in it are transferred at the second- 
hand Stage to the free shelves, allegedly at no 
cost to the rates. The objections have been 
that this is an invasion of the “free library 
principle” and is, anyway, illegal, that the 
subscription may cover the cost of the books, 
but cannot, at any subscriptions readers would 
be willing to pay, cover that of the accommoda- 
tion and staffing involved; moreover the 
commercial libraries are said to do this for 
those who want it. These considerations do 
not answer the enquiry. Has any of our 
readers a pay-colleétion in being ? 

* * * 

The lending of reproduétions of pictures 
was the subject of a letter to The Times by 
Mr. W. B. Stevenson of Hornsey, where 
there are 500 such reproductions. Other 
libraries do this, some lending frames of 
Standard size to allow their exhibition in 
borrowers’ homes. In Holland some libraries, 
Hilversum was a special example, lent original 
framed pictures which could be used on walls 
at home. We do not know if this kind of 
lending prevails anywhere in this country. 

* * * 

The note on the Thomas Clearwater 
columns in The Assiffant Librarian which 
brought to task three now middle-aged 
librarians who were piquant critics of their 
elders in the same journal in the Thirties, may 
be supplemented ; for the May issue shows 
that all three allowed themselves to be drawn in 
a most good-humoured way which is quite 
refreshingly acceptable. Thomas Callander 
(whom the printer, alas, presented as Cullander) 
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XFORD announces some exciting new children’s books, 
well worthy of a fanfare. Of especial significance during 
Coronation year is the new edition of THE BOOK OF FLAGS 
(15s net) with its hundreds of illustrations in colour and black and 
white. §ALEKO’S ISLAND, by Edward Fenton (gs 6d net) is the 
unusual story of a Greek boy who lives on a sun-swept Aegean island. 
{In June we shall publish with particular pride Eleanor Farjeon’s 
THE SILVER CURLEW (tos 6d net), perfectly illustrated by Ernest 
Shepard. A VALLEY GROWS UP (12s 6d net) Edward Osmond 
tells by means of full-colour drawings and a simple text the picture- 
story of a corner of the English countryside from pre-history times to 
the present century. This will appear in May. {And finally, two new 
Career Books are planned for the late summer : POLICEMAN IN 
THE FAMILY, by Laurence Meynell, and AN ACTOR’S LIFE 
FOR ME, by Roland Pertwee. (Each gs 6d net.) 


Almost ready. Our 1953-4 catalogue of children’s books 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
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points out wittily that one lives and learns and 
with responsibility comes contaét with men 
and women to whom libraries are pleasant 
things but like many such things are really 
luxuries, and introduces again with effeé 
the classic, ““we sympathize but the times are 
not opportune”; Stanley Snaith ripostes 
charmingly in verse and whenever he does that 
wise men read and mark ; and Frank Gardner 
turns some neat defensive quatrains—our first 
encounter with him in that vein. One more 
instance of the fact that we are all rebels in 
youth and perhaps of the truth of a saying of 
W. R. Lethaby, “the superior man is willing 
to accept inferior things’”—when he learns by 
experience that he rarely gets the level he 
dreamed of in youth. We hope there will 
always be young men “who know they know.” 

Only the British Museum and the London 
Library have produced general author 
catalogues that are monumental in the last 
generation. The great B.M. Catalogue con- 
tinues to roll its slow length along at a pace 
which shows that when it is finished it will 
have taken a century, which is a long time in 
ordinary life if not in the life of a really great 
library. The London Library Catalogue is 
more selective, concise and its Third Supple- 
ment completes the cataloguing of what many 
consider to be the best lending library in the 
world to 1950. This supplement costs twelve 
guineas, a very low price for a quarto with 
entries of 150,000 works. Sir Hagberg 
Wright devised the catalogue nearly fifty 
years ago, the first volume appearing in 
1914, and associated with him from the 
beginning was his deputy and successor, 
Mr. C. J. Purnell, who alone is responsible for 
the third supplement. Quaritch publishes. 


The appearance after an interval of Book 
Prices Current, Vol. 63, 1948-52, serially in 
five wrappered parts to be combined in a 
bound volume later, is an event of interest 
and pleasure to librarians who since 1887 
have depended upon it for the sale value of 
books that come into their possession or under 
their notice. Witherby publishes. Most 
librarians are asked to value books, and the 
more foolish ones sometimes attempt this 
chancy task. QueStioners are best answered by 
merely referring to this book which is now 
edited by Reginald Horrox. 

Public libraries would not seem to be a 

promising field for the burglar. However, 


E. W. HALL 


THE SIGN 
OF THE EAGLE 


An Historical Adventure Story 


8/6 net Stockwell, Ilfracombe 


doors and cupboards were found to be open 

on April 20 at Fulham and about £40 had 

disappeared. This seems to be a fair sum for 

a float and a normal Saturday’s takings. 
* * * 


Swindon had a daily issue in December of 
1,053 books which is its record so far. What 
is also interesting is that in the same month 
over 2,000 volumes were consulted weekly in 
the reference library. A number of libraries 
do not keep Statistics of this department and 
a few make a sample count monthly or less 
frequently. Such odd reckonings may lead to 
faulty assessments because weather, public 
health and such events as coro’ .“‘ons may 
occur to make any sample «ay quite 
uncharacteristic. 

As it occurred on May 8, at Chaucer House, 
we go to press too early to report the debate 
of the Greater London Division (A.A.L.) and 
the lively students of the North-Western 
Polytechnic S. of L. of the motion that London 
libraries — public, of course — should be 
governed by the L.C.C. It is an old subjeé& 
and 25 years ago was the substance of a minority 
report made by Frank Pacy, then Hon. 
Secretary of the L.A., to the Kenyon Public 
Libraries Report. The argument for it seems 
sensible, but the overwhelming view then held 
was that public libraries were local and 
“remote control, etc.” 

* * * 


Mr. R. L. Collinson, in a description, given 
also to the Greater London Division, of 
American library experiences, as the result of 
his recent stay in the U.S., mentioned that 
Wheeler and Githens “are now quite out of 
date.” He must surely mean that new experi- 
ments have been tried since its publication. 
He found there over-specialisation in staff 
training as well as a shortage of trained staff. 
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To save filing space... 


to increase 
office efficiency 


Recordak ‘Micro-File’ Gamera rose: ax. 


For making 35 mm. microfilm facsimiles of 
all kinds of documents, newspapers etc. up 
to 17 « 25} ins. Stands on a table or desk and 
is easily operated by any member of the staff. 
The microfilm records take up 98% less space 
than the original documents. 


‘Recordak’ Library Reader rode ax. 


Shows every detail of 35 mm. microfilm 
records brightly and clearly on an 18 in. square 
screen. Incorporates every kind of control for 
making viewing simple — a scanning device 
for moving the image up and down or from 
side to side —a magnifving glass to increase 
the image size by 50% for viewing fine details 
—a heat-absorbing filter to prevent damage 
to the film — and a rotating projector head. 
Takes up only 2 sq. ft. of desk or table space. 


Write for further details to: 


SRECORDEK owision oF KODAK 


Adelaide House, London Bridge, London, E.C.4. Telephone: MANsiou House 9936 
and at 11 Peter Street, Manchester 2. Telephone: Blackfriars 8918 


“RECORDAK'’ is a registered trade-mark 
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BOOKS. SCIENTIFIC & TECHNICAL. 
Messrs. Bowes & Bowes (Cambridge) Ltd., 
| & 2 Trinity Street, require experienced 
Male Assistant to take charge of Department. 
Further particulars upon request. Please write, 
inconfidence, stating age, experienceand salary 
required. Manager, address as above. (rei. 55488). 


Then there is this remarkable assertion, 
“Mr. Collinson considered that the average 
librarian in the States was about as well off 
as his English counterpart but was not so 
highly regarded in the community.” If 
Mr. Collinson is reported aright, his meaning 
must depend on what is meant by “average.” 


Round the Library World 


Nores AND News OF NATIONAL, UNIVERSITY 
AND SPECIAL LIBRARIES AND LIBRARY AFFAIRS 


A Preciminary Inventory of all the records of 
the Governor General’s Office transferred to 
the Public Archives up to December, 1952, 
has been issued by the Manuscripts Division of 
the Public Archives of Canada. As the repre- 
sentative of the Crown, nominated by the 
British Government, the Governor General 
carried on a voluminous exchange of inform- 
ation and advice with the British Colonial 
authorities concerning events which were 
transpiring in Canada. Thus, although this is 
only a Preliminary Inventory and not a closely 
analysed calendar it is of historical value. 


The National Book League will hold an 
international Book Design Exhibition in 
London in August of this year, to which all 
countries known for the standard of their 
books have been invited to contribute. 


From July 27th to August 21st a Unesco 
seminar on the development of library services 
in Africa will be held in the new Library of 
University College, Abadan. 


An informative and highly interesting 
account of “The Administrative Structure of 
the Harvard University Library,” which many 
librarians will no doubt wish to read, appears 
in the current issue of Harvard Library Bulletin. 
It is written by Keyes D. Metcalf, Director of the 
University Library, and Edwin E. Williams, 
Chief of the Acquisition Department. 


The Annual Conference of the Scottish 
Library Association will be held at Airdrie 
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from Monday, September 14th, to Wednesday, 
September 16th. 


A magnificent new University Library is 
planned for Rutgers University, New Bruns- 
wick, with a capacity of a million and a half 
volumes. This is nearly four times the capacity 
of the present Library building. It is expected 
that building operations will commence in 
June. 


The Handelshégskolan at Stockholm has 
eStablished an Ibero-American Library to 
include literature of various classes dealing 
with Spain, Portugal, Latin-America and the 
West Indies. 


The Canadian Bibliographical Centre at 
Ottawa is compiling a Union Catalogue in 
which it is hoped to list, during the next few 
years, the contents of all the large Canadian 
libraries. British Columbia has also joined 
the scheme. 


A colleéion of letters written to Robert 
Bridges, the poet, by Woodrow Wilson, has 
been presented to the Library of Congress by 
Karl A. Meyer, of Chicago. The letters cover 
the period 1877 to 1923 and number about 
ninety, the majority of which have not 
previously been available to students. 


Twelve years before Patrick Bronté married 
Maria Branwell, Maria’s sister Jane became 
the wife of John Kingston. The Kingstons, 
with their children, settled in America. The 
young Kingstons were, of course, considerably 
older than their famous Bronté cousins, whose 
careers they watched with natural interest. 
Anything conneéed with the Brontés is of 
universal appeal and librarians will be interested 
to hear that a batch of letters, hitherto 
apparently unknown, of the Kingston cousins 
—some of them relating to the Brontés— 
has been deposited in Texas University 
Library by the great-great-granddaughter of 
Jane Branwell Kingston, Mrs. Bronté’s sister. 


At the University of Malaya the Arts and 
Science side of the University Library has 
increased to 37,000 volumes. The Australian 
and New Zealand Governments have each 
given £5,000 towards building up the Library 
in certain fields. The Malayan Civil Service 
Association has proposed that its memorial 
to its members who died in the last war shall 
take the form of a gift of books to the Library. 
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LIMITED 


BOOKBINDING AND PRINTING GROUP 
108 PORTLAND STREET 


MANCHESTER 1 
TELEPHONE CENTRAL 4316 — Ex 1 


LIBRARY BINDING 
SEWN or UNSEWN 
in any material 


Heap Orrice (Registered) 25/28 BUCKINGHAM GATE, LONDON, S.W.1 


SNEAD LIBRARY SYSTEM 


National Library of Scotland * Edinburgh 

Mills Memorial Library * Ontario 

Victoria Public Library * British Columbia 
University College * Potchefstroom, S. Africa 


University of Orange Free State * Johannesburg 
University of Natal * Natal 
University of Ibadan * Nigeria 


These Libraries in the course of construction have adopted 
the SNEAD SYSTEM by 


LUXFER LIMITED 
Waxlow Road, Harlesden, London, N.W.10 


Telephone: ELGar 7292 Telegrams: Luxfer Harles London 
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Letters from W. B. Yeats to John O’Leary 
and his sister, now in the. Berg Colleétion at 
New York Public Library, are being printed in 
the Bulletin of that Library. 


The Library of the University College of the 
West Indies has now occupied its new per- 
manent building for a year. The annex to the 
old Library has been retained for the storage 
of many early volumes of periodicals, unsorted 
gifts, duplicates and exchange material, for 
which there is not space in the new building. 


The Newberry Library, Chicago, has issued 
a Catalogue of the William B. Greenlee Collec- 
tion of Portuguese History and Literature and 
the Portuguese materials in the Library. This 
substantial catalogue, which lists numerous 
works seldom found in this country, has been 
compiled by Doris Varner Welsh. 


Obituary 
BASIL ANDERTON 
1864—31 Marcn, 1953 

ANDERTON was one of the best examples of 
the practical scholar-librarian. The years 
move rapidly and only a few now in libraries 
recall the silver-haired, slender, refined, fresh- 
complexioned man who joined the Library 
Association in 1893 a year before he became 
City Librarian of Newcastle. He seemed 
elderly to the writer forty years ago when he 
sat beside him at Library Association Council 
meetings and his charming courtesy to the then 
youngest member of the Council, and its only 
library assistant member, cannot be forgotten. 

At Newcastle he succeeded to a real tradition, 
in cataloguing and reference work—was not 
Haggerston his predecessor >—which he main- 
tained and extended especially in his catalogues 
of ancient classics and on Bewick, which his 
successor of today, in his own distinguished 
way, maintains. His heart was in books 
perhaps more than in technique, yet he 
contributed one of the useful pioneer papers 
to the L.A. on classification, the title of which 
is a fair summary of all librarianship—“Books 
brought into relation and made operative.” 
He was, however, probably the last to run a 
library with the aid of the Elliott indicator. 
His work was in other ways progressive ; 
at his branch libraries thirty years ago he ran 
children’s departments which were then 
novel enough for comment. 

He was a graduate of the University of 
London and in later years received the honorary 
degree of M.A. from Durham in recognition 


For many years, as I have 
suggested, he was a welcome, assiduous and 
wise member of the Library Association 
Council. 

The byeways as well as the broad paths of 


of his services. 


literature were his delight. This taste found 
expression in his “Fragrance among old 
volumes,” a pleasant volume published as 
long ago as 1910 of essays on the master- 
librarian Magliabechi, the omnivorous, on 
old ms. books he found on secondhand 
Stalls, his love for Thomas Bewick and such 
things as the dream island on which an old 
librarian might spend his declining years ; his 
“Gleanings and Shorts,” a tiny volume of 
choice extraéts, original greetings and epi- 
grams; “Into the Byeways” in which he 
translated into Latin—he was a sound classic— 
some of the best known rhymes and sayings; 
and his “Sketches from a Library Window,” 
1922. 

He retired in 1934, having served his city 
forty-one years. In a recent letter he recited 
how his assistants had supported him, Joseph 
Walton, T. E. Turnbull, I. Briggs in the 
produétion of his well-known class-catalogues, 
already mentioned. We corresponded to the 
end, usually on old times, on poetry and on 
nature. In his last letters, which he wrote with 
difficulty owing to failing sight, he reflected 
his love of Northumberland and “the smell of 
hay” in the very rare sunshine of last summer 
in her fields ; and in the final one, sent to me by 
Mrs. Anderton after his death, but written 
some weeks earlier, he asked me to read again 
Keats’s “Autumn,” and to contrast the picture 
there with the cheerless Autumn we were 
enduring. 

He was among the last of the notable 
librarians of the ‘nineties, and none more 
completely combined the love of libraries 
with the best to be found in them. W.C.B.S. 


G.E.R. 

The death of George Edward Roebuck, on 
February 19th, after a long illness, was the 
passing of a librarian whose early influence 
was matched by few. When librarian of the 
Cable Street Library (Stepney) he became 
Hon. Secretary of the L.A.A. and much of 
the stability that society has now was due to 
his pioneer work, his energy, his nervous 
eloquence, With Benson Thorne he gave us 
our earliest Primer, an excellent introduction to 
our routine; he advocated reformed news- 
rooms, and, when Librarian of Walthamstow, 
organized the system on most modern lines. 
His libraries for the adolescent were notable. 
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THE 


CORONATION SERVICE BOOK 


A Souvenir of a 
Great Occasion 


AS USED IN WESTMINSTER ABBEY 
(The Imperial Octavo Edition 103” 


Paper covers - - 12s. 6d. (postage 6d.) 
Cloth gilt - - - 25s.od.( ,, 8d.) 
Leather gilt - - 42s. 0d. 18.1.) 
Limited edition of 150 copies 

bound in morocco- 105s. od. (_,,_18.3d.) 


The Official Service Book for the Coronation and the only 
publication which contains the music 


NOVELLO AND COMPANY, LTD. 


160 Wardour Street, London, W.1 


The Form and Order of the Service 
and the Music to be sung in 
Westminster Abbey on June 2 
THE POPULAR EDITION 
(A photographic facsimile of the edition 
used in Westminster Abbey, Royal Octavo, 


88” x 6”) 
Paper covers 5s. od. (postage 4d.) 
Cloth boards ( jacketed) 8s.6d.(  ,, 6d.) 


BENLOCK 


LIMITED 


LIBRARY 
BOOKBINDERS 


SPECIALISTS IN 
JUVENILE BINDING 


lI | 


SOUTH BANK | 


MIDDLESBOROUGH 
YORKS | 


INTRODUCTION TO 


Malthus 


Edited by D. V. Glass 


In 1830 Malthus summarised his 
own Population Theory. This 
and his Letter on the Poor Law 
are here reprinted, with intro- 
ductory essays based on their 
broadcast series by PROF. D. Vv. 
GLASS, H. L. BEALES, and ALAN 
Tr. PEACOCK, and a bibliography, 
(1793-1880). 
10s. 6d. net 

C. A. WATTS & CO. LTD. 
Johnson’s Court, London, E.C.4 
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Later he was an excellent Chairman of the 
South-Eastern Library Bureau. He is com- 
memorated, we understand, by his con- 
temporary, Mr. Benson Thorne, in the next 
issue of the L.A. Record, and this brief note is 
only intended as a partial, but necessary, 
tribute to a pioneer and a most lovable man. 


Book Selection Guide 
A Descriptive List of Books 
of Interest to Librarians 
PROFESSIONAL 
or ConGress. War and Post-war 
An analysis based on Greek 
writings. Compiled by F. A. Spencer. 
Washington, Library of Congress. $1.15. 
A survey of many aspects of Greek life during and 
since the war. It is divided into four seétions, ““The Axis 
against Greece,” “Axis occupation of Greece,” “Greek 
Resistance” and “Liberation and the Civil War,” and 
provides much information that will be of value to the 
research worker. 


Spratr (H. P.) Handbook to the collections 


LIBRARY 
Greece. 


illustrating Marine Engineering. Part II, 
Descriptive Catalogue. Illus. H.M.S.O. 


7s. 6d. net. 

This volume contains over 400 entries, with 
historical, descriptive and technical notes. The entries 
are classified and arranged in chronological order 
within each division. There is a full index, thirteen 
plates, and much valuable information regarding the 
Science Museum Colleétions devoted to Marine 


Engineering. 

GENERAL 

Arvorrt (John) Cricket. Illus. Burke. 21s. net. 

A colleétion, in anecdote and Story, gathered 
together for the interest and delight of player and non- 
player alike. Long forgotten sources have yielded much 
that has a true literary quality, which should not be 
neglected by those who find pleasure in this great game. 
Brockway (Michael) Charles Knight, R.W.S., 

R.O.1. Illus., some in colour. F. Lewis. 
£5. 5s. Od. 

Another beautiful art book from these publishers 
who are famous for the works they issue in limited 
editions to discriminating subscribers. The biography 
is well written and conveys the personality of the artist, 
while the plates which appear at the end of the volume 
form a suitable and most attractive addition. The book 
jacket is a portrait of Knight, the preface is by Sir 
William Russell Flint and the edition is limited to 
three hundred and fifty copies. 

Campse.t (Olwen W.) Thomas Love Peacock. 
Second Edition. Barker. 7s. 6d. net. 

The new volume in _ “English Novelist” series 
wives a clear and concise appreciation of this witty 
satirist, contrasting the steadiness and eccentricity of 
both his life and works. 

CARLYLE (Thomas) An Anthology. Compiled 
by G. M. Trevelyan. Frontis. Longmans, 
Green. 16s. net. 

Dr. Trevelyan, an ardent reader of Carlyle for 
sixty years, is well qualified for the task of arranging 
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Antiquarian & Modern Book Lists 
posted regularly on request. 


L. LAMBERTH, 256 Durnsford Road, 
Wimbledon Park, London, S.W. 19. 


his anthology which has been made with the objeét of 

bringing to the general reader examples of the strength, 

powers of perception and humour of the great Stylist. 

The work is divided into nine seétions, six of which deal 

with Carlyle’s many-sided personality as friend, poetical 

philosopher, historian, critic of society and observer 
of life in general. The portrait is a reproduction of 

Whistler’s famous painting. 

Cotomso (Dr. Ruggero) Italian Textiles. 
Illus. Lewis. £5. 5s. Od. net. 

“Italian Textiles” forms No. 4 of the series ““The 
Survey of World Textiles” which is being published by 
these excellent producers of fine art books. It contains 
an interesting introduétion dealing cursorily with the 
transformation in the silk and wool manufaéture in 
Italy which, since a serious crisis in the past twenty 
years, has developed on new lines, and is now building 
up an industry which should appeal strongly to the 
public taste. Seventy designs, beautifully reproduced, 
are included with a short but detailed description of each 
illustration. 

Davipson (Sir John) Haig, Master of the Field. 
Frontis. Nevill. 21s. Od. net. 

Sir John Davidson is one of the surviving Statf 
officers who served under Field Marshal Haig’s 
command during the years 1916-1918. As such he is 
well fitted to give an unbiased account of the difficulties 
facing the British Army at this time. He shows the 
Steadfastness and courage of the Field Marshal in his 
belief in vi€tory. The author, reviewing the events of 
those momentous years, suggests that the lessons 
learnt should not be disregarded. Two endpaper 
maps give plans of campaigns. 

Goopuart-Renvet (H. English Archi- 
tecture since the Regency : an Interpretation. 
Illus. Constable. 25s. Od. net. 

The author offers to the reader a collection of 
essays adapted for book form, given at Oxford in 1934, 
as a preliminary to a general history of the subject 
which he hopes to produce in the near future. This 
architectural survey of building in England in the 19th 
and 20th centuries 7 by ~ illustrated and is provided 
with a full index. important chapter deals with 
architecture after 1918. leads to the discussion of 
the modern trends and the greater uses of engineering 
principles in present day building. 

GrimwabeE (A. G.) The Queen’s Silver. A 
survey of Her Majesty’s personal collection. 
Illus. The Connoiseur. 21s. Od. net. 


Rage attractively illustrated work has been issued 
zracious permission of Her Majesty the Queen. 
4 fv id form an ideal Coronation gift for those who 
appreciate the craftsmanship which has gone to the 
making of these fine articles, many of which were 
shown at an exhibition at St. James’s Palace in 1947. 
As is to be expected of the publishers, the production 
of the book is in every way worthy of the subjett. 
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BOOKBINDING FOR 


Public Libraries 


BEST QUALITY GUARDING — with 
AND REAL ECONOMY our SPECIAL SERRATED 
PAPER OR JACONET 
TRIED AND PROVED CLOTH JOINTED END-PAPERS 
WORKMANSHIP — sewn on 
e LEGIBLE AND DURABLE 
PERSONAL SERVICE LETTERING 
° CLOTH AND BUCKRAM 
SPECIAL LOW RATE —specially prepared for 
FOR FICTION Library use 


COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
at Regular Intervals — NO LISTS REQUIRED 
Servicing to your requirements 


G. BLUNT & SONS LTD 


PUBLIC LIBRARY BOOKSELLERS AND BOOKBINDERS 


Showrooms :— Head Office and Works :— 
100 GREAT RUSSELL ST. NORTH ACTON ROAD 
LONDON, W.C.1 HARLESDEN, N.W.10 
Telephone :—M USeum 0335, 5650 Telephone :—ELGar 7411-2-3 
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Pulteney & Co. 


wish to announce that 
additional premises at 


89, Charlotte Street, 
W.1 


will be opened shortly for the sale of 
scarce titles at moderate prices. 


Visitors will be cordially welcomed. 


Enquiries and wants lists will receive 
immediate attention. 


338, KINGS ROAD, CHELSEA 
"Phone FLA 1194 


Divine Providence 


by 


Emanuel Swedenborg 


This book deals, in a way that is both rational 
and convincing, with the operations of the 
Divine Providence in regard to the practical 
problems that trouble the minds of all sorts 
and conditions of men. 


Standard blue-cloth Pocket edition : 
edition os Sh paper ... 2/- 
rexine ... 3/6 

leather... 10/6 


THE 
SWEDENBORG SOCIETY 
(INnc.) 

20 BLOOMSBURY WAY 
LONDON, W.C.1 


FICTION 
WiL.IAMson (Henry) Tales of Moorland and 
Estuary. MacDonald. 12s. 6d. net. 

This colleétion of Stories show Mr. Williamson 
writing in the style for which he is famous. With one 
exception, these tales re-introduce the reader to the 
countryside, the moors and the rivers of North Devon. 
Wopenouse (P. G.) Ring for Jeeves. Jenkins. 

9s. Od. net. 

Mr. Wodehouse reintroduces his famous charaéter 
in this new novel. Readers can be sure that Jeeves, 
on loan from Bertie Wooster to Rowcester Abbey, is 
well able to cope with all the difficulties and complica- 
tions that arise. 

JUNIOR 
Reiss (Manfred) Flying the Atlantic. Illus. 
Parrish. 7s. 6d. net. 

The brightly coloured diagrammatical drawings 
and simply written text explain clearly to the young 
reader exactly how an Atlantic flight is made. Step 
by Step the child is shown how aeroplanes fly, and how 
everything works, with a brief description of the jet 
air-liner and a glimpse of travel in the future. 

Trease (Geoffrey) The Seven Queens of 
England. Illus. Heinemann. 10s. 6d. net. 

Well-drawn Studies of the lives and charatters of 
the seven Queens of England in their own right, from 
Maud, granddaughter of William I, to Queen 
Elizabeth II. Well illustrated, with a frontis. of her 
present Majesty, but unfortunately lacking an index. 
This work has been broadcast in the Children’s Hour 
in serial form, and should prove of lasting value to all 
children. 


PERIODICALS RECEIVED 

THE ACCOUNTANTS’ JOURNAL, April, 1953.— 
A.L.A. BULLETIN, March, 1953.—ASSISTANT 
LIBRARIAN, April, 1953, and May, 1953.— 
BULLETIN OF BIBLIOGRAPHY, Sept.-Dec., 1952. 
—LIBRARIAN, Feb., 1953. LIBRARY ASSOCLA- 
TION RECORD, March, 1953. — L.A. (N.W. 
BRANCH) NEWSLETTER, March, 1953. — 
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS QUARTERLY 
JOURNAL, Feb., 1953.—LONDON QUARTERLY 
& HOLBORN REVIEW, April, 1953. — NEW 
ZEALAND LIBRARIES, Jan.-Feb., 1953. — ST. 
BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL JOURNAL, March, 
1953.—ST. PANCRAS JOURNAL, March, 1953.— 
WILSON LIBRARY BULLETIN, March, 1953, and 
April, 1953. 


Correspondence 


Tue Eprror, 
“Tue Liprary Wor.” 
Sir, 

My friend, Mr. W. A. Munford, did not, 
I am glad to see, allow Dr. Savage’s strictures 
on the Library Association Council for their 
neglec&t of Edward Edwards pass entirely 
unanswered. Dr. Savage is not altogether 
fair to that much criticized body. During the 
1950 Centenary celebrations, Edwards was not 
forgotten. On August 14th a memorial service 
was held in his memory at the Church of 
St. John the Baptist, Niton, after which a 


April 23rd, 1953. 
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THE HISTORY OF THE 


Women’s Institute Movement 
OF ENGLAND AND WALES 


by Inez Jenkins, C.B.E., former General Secretary 

from personal knowledge and the official records 

Photographs Index 
10/- 

17 June 1953 


NATIONAL FEDERATION OF WOMEN’S INSTITUTES | 
39 Eccleston Street London S.W.1 - 
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and Applied Chemistry 


By James E. Garside and R. F. Phillips. This book provides 
a complete course in general chemistry covering the require- 
ments of the Intermediate Examination in Science and the 


The Creation of Sculpture 


By Sten Struppeck. A magnificently produced and illustrated 

which combines technical instruction with aesthetic 
pK. in all branches of sculpture, the old and the 
contemporary. 42/- net 


The African Veterinary 
Handbook 


By P. Z. Mackenzie and R. M. Si os 
for all veterinary and agricultural students who are working, or 
who intend to work, in Africa. Illustrated. 15/- net 


British Public Utilities 


By J. F. Sleeman. A new book which forms an up-to-date and 
comprehensive study of those public services which have 
come to be known as Public Utilities. It is mainly intended for 
lecturers and students of economics and social To 


General Certificate of Education at both the Ordinary and 
Advanced levels. It is also of value to those taking Subsidiary 
Chemistry in the Science degree course. 1,044 

Wlustrated. 


Management: Its Nature 
and Significance 


ey E. F. L. Brech. Third Edition. 12/6 net 
“This book may be recommended to cost accountants, and 
other specialists, for its clear picture of the general 
management field.’’—Cost Accountant. 


Pictorial Drawing 


for Engineers 

By A. C. Parkinson. All types of commonly used pictorial 

systems are described in this book, and the geometrical basis 

of each is explained. They are applied to examples graded in 

and numerous exercises are All draughts- 
and terested in the use 

of che view, should read this 171 illustrations. 

16/- net 


Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons Ltd. 


Parker Street, Kingsway, London, W.C,2 
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wreath was laid on Edwards’s grave by Miss 
M. L. Kingsmill-Jones, C.B.E., M.A., J.P., 
Chairman of the Manchester Libraries Com- 
mittee, and Mr. J. D. Stewart, Chairman of the 
Council of the Library Association. Dr. 
Savage carefully omits to mention this 
ceremony, organized jointly by the Library 
Association and the Isle of Wight County 
Council, the library authority for the area. 

Like most of my colleagues I have often 
been stimulated by Dr. Savage’s pungent prose 
and always eagerly devour his latest contri- 
bution. He does us good, even when he 
spurs us to contradiction! I would assure him, 
that, whatever may be the case in London, 
Edwards is not forgotten on the Island which 
witnessed his last, sad days. Like most 
librarians, I am often asked to talk to local 
societies on the library service. I never fail 
to point out three ways in which the Isle of 
Wight is connected with librarianship in a 
wider sphere. Sir Thomas Bodley chose 
Thomas James, a Newport Man, as his first 
librarian. Edward Edwards, whose Story 
lends human interest to the facts and figures 
of library development, ended his days here. 
Sir Charles Seely founded the County Seely 
Library, the oldest county library, with a 
continuous existence, which will celebrate its 
Jubilee next year. 
Yours, etc., 

F. S. GREEN, 


County Seely Library, 
County Librarian. 


Newport, Isle of Wight. 


Tue Eprror, 
“THe Liprary Wor.p.” 
Sir, 

I have received the March issue and am 
curious on two points. One is in Dr. Savage’s 
continued article on Edward Edwards where, 
on page 153 in the third paragraph, he refers 
to a hard core of resistance on the Library 
Association Council for over 30 years. I 
should be interested to know to whom he is 
referring. 

The other is a reference on page 158, the last 
paragraph but one in the left hand colu n, to a 
library on the South coast which had abolished 
reservation of fiction but has now reinstated it. 
Can you tell me which library this is ? 

Thanking you and with kind regards, 

Yours, etc., 
Jack Dove, 
Borough Librarian and Curator. 
Central Library, 
Hove. 
March 20th, 1953. 
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Tue Eprror, 
“THe Lrprary 
Sir, 

Mr. TEDDER AND Epwarp Epwarps 

It is difficult to believe that Mr. Tedder was 
a person of such ebony character as Dr. 
Savage so skilfully presents him to have been. 
He was certainly “superior” in some of his 
words and ways, but he loved the L.A. and 
gave years of service to it and (pace, Dr. 
Savage) its educational service. One can see 
faults in all men ; we all have so many. I was 
with Tedder once when Edwards became the 
topic of conversation. Tedder was cold. 
“IT could never get Edwards,” he said, “to 
take the least interest in the Library Associa- 
tion; gor could anyone else.” As his new 
chronicler amply demonstrates, poor E.E. 
could not get on for long with anyone. 

Yours, etc., 
W. C. Berwick-Sayers. 


Tue Eptrror, 
“THe Liprary Wor.p.” 
April 28th, 1953. 


Epwarp Epwarps 
Sir, 

Let me thank Mr. Munford for adding to my 
facts. He impugns none, and I am lucky in that 
my ricketty age is buttressed by his robust 
youth. He shows that our leaders did not want 
Edwards as President, and withheld the 
V.-Presidency because he could not be found 
or he could not attend,—which excuse is the 
right one need not trouble us. My kindlier 
view was that Edwards “was too desperately 
hard-up for any social contacts.” Read Green- 
wood, p. 175: if Edwards had his dates right, 
and if he told the truth, he was near destitute, 
nearer than I should like to be. “Impossible >” 
No doubt. But if not the Presidency or a V.- 
Presidency, wasn’t there some other distinéctive 
honour ? What he had done in Committee and 
in his writing deserved more generous treat- 
ment. Honour grudged is the grudger’s loss. 

My description of Edwards’s marriage was 
perhaps mild. Mr. Munford shows it to have 
been worse than any Ibsen imagined. And 
Edwards’s Nora didn’t bang out of the doll’s 
house ; his Hedda didn’t shoot herself ! 

“In my opinion,” says Mr. Munford, “the 
Council can do no right.” My complaint is 
that the Council has always thought it could 
never be wrong. That is its standing error. 
23 Braidburn Crescent, Yours, etc., 
Edinburgh, 10. Ernest A, SAVAGE, 
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